
        October Important Dates 
1: After School Detention until 4:30 
     Jr. Hi. Football at Urbana 5:30 
1-2: 7th Grade CBC VB Tourney 5:30  
        8th Grade CBC VB Tourney 6:30  
1-3: Vision/Hearing Screening 
2: COG until 4:15 
3: Parent/Teacher Conferences  
    4-7pm 
    No Study Tables 
5: CBC VB Tourney at Bellefontaine  
     7th & 8th Grade Championships 
     Marion Harding XC Invite 9am 
7: REACH 12:00 - 12:25 
8: After School Detention until 4:30 
     Jr. Hi. Football at Graham 6pm 
9: COG 3:00 - 4:15 
10: Assembly 2pm Booster Bars 
      Distribute Booster Bars in  
      Homeroom after Assembly 
      Study Tables  until 4:30  
10-21: Booster Bar Sale Begins  
11: BLHS Homecoming Football 
       Game  vs   Graham 
12: CBC XC Championship 10am 
       TECH Corp Workshop  
       Session I - 8:00-12:00 
       Session II - 1:00-5:00 
       Saturday School 8-11am  
14: REACH 12:00 - 12:25 
15: After School Detention 
       Student Council BLAST 
16: COG 3:00 - 4:15 
17: End of 1st Nine Weeks 
      Art Club until 4:30 
      Study Tables  until 4:30   
18: NO School-COTA Day    
21: REACH 12:00 - 12:25 
       Booster Bar Sales Ends 
       BOE Meeting 7pm 
22: After School Detention 
23: Warrior 180 Presentation -  
       Suicide Prevention 8:30 - 9:30 
       COG 3:00 - 4:15 
24: Grade Cards Posted Online 
      Study Tables until 4:30  
25: 7th Grade Career Day  
      10:30-11:45 
28: REACH 12:00 - 12:25 
29: After School Detention until 4:30 
30: Fall Picture Retakes  
       COG 3:00 - 4:15 
       Fall Sports Banquet 6pm 
31: Choices Program-8th Grade  
       Art Club until 4:30 
       Study Tables 3:00 - 4:30  
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THE POWER OF WE 

Dear Parents, 

 
BLMS Continues to “Grow Students” - Gets straight A’s 
Fall has arrived and so have many of the annual events and activities that pre-

sent opportunities for our students and staff to shine. Our middle school sports 

teams, both boys and girls, have had more highs than lows this season.  The 

regular season is coming to a close, but the tournaments are right around the corner.  If you 

haven’t had an opportunity to come support our middle school Raiders, here is your invitation.  
 

Recently, the Ohio Department of Education released the value–added reports for each school 

district and individual school buildings across the state of Ohio.  We are thrilled to report that 

our middle school is still a bright shining star across the Buckeye state by being ranked as 

a “Top Ten” middle school.  We truly hope you are as thrilled as we are for having a staff that 

grows students each year.  Our building has received all “A ’s” for the second year in a row. We 

are also expecting to receive the State’s Momentum Award for the third year in a row.  Thanks 

for your support and for giving us the resources to provide our students with a quality educa-

tion!  We promise to not get complacent at all; we are always looking at our challenging areas, 

developing a plan for improvement, and monitoring our practices along the way. We do this 

because our students deserve our very best! 
 

Parents, as you know our students are faced with more pressures socially, especially with social 

media and the lack of accountability in today’s world.  They are also more stresses with the 

demands of education, state testing, and spread thin by participating in numerous activi-

ties.  We want you to know that we are taking a serious approach this school year by asking our 

teachers to engage more with our students each and every day. This begins with executing 

“morning meet and greets”.  We prioritize that our students can start their day with positive 

interactions with their teachers.  We are also committed each Monday to meet in small groups 

with mentors to discuss various topics that are being designed by our Social Emotional Health 

Specialist, Mrs. Emily Pool.  We invite you to take a moment to have a conversation with your 

student(s) about our REACH activities and how we are here for them.  It is our desire that our 

students value the relationships we are trying to establish with them and pray that our approach 

has a long-lasting positive impact on their middle school years. 
 

We are blessed to have a building of leaders at BLMS.  Our focus of Equip, Empower, 

and Educate provides many opportunities for our students and staff to continue to shine! 
 

Scott Frederick 

Scott Frederick 



8th grade students have been fine-tuning their fundamental literary as well as  

informational skills such as analyzing the plot, determining central idea, and citing textual 

evidence. We hope to begin refining essay writing skills next and also begin comparing 

multiple text sources (short stories, non-fiction articles, documentary videos, poems, etc...) 

that span the same topic. Through frequent writing practice, we hope to develop a better 

understanding of creating a thesis statement and main ideas for body paragraphs in a more 

fluid and creative way. Lately, we have also been working in fun ways to memorize our literary terms along with 

studying Greek and Latin roots and affixes. 

 

English 9: Students recently began their  fir st book study of The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. Fifty years later, 

even though specific social mores of this text seem dated, that freshness remains and continues to inspire teen read-

ers and writers, with memorable poetic verses such as “Nothing Gold can Stay”. Along 

with analyzing and appreciating classic literature, we will continue to enrich vocabulary, 

compare multiple sources for universal themes and blend fiction with non-fiction, while 

indulging in collaborative discussions and writing extensions. Our next venture will be 

writing Personal Declarations of Independence after studying the seminal historical doc-

ument in Social Studies class. We must add that all eighth grade students are successfully 

utilizing Raiders Reading time to read their independently chosen texts and compete in 

Reading Races. 
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All About the 8th Grade:  

We’re on the Web: 
ms.benjaminlogan.org/ 

English Language Arts 

 

 

 

Fall is here, and these 8th grade students continue to impress! 

 

Students have completed their study of the scientific method and demonstrated their ability to design a proper  

scientific experiment. We have now moved into our Forces and Motion unit.  By the end of this unit, students will 

be able to describe the forces acting on an object as balanced or unbalanced, describe the relationship between force 

and acceleration, and create force diagrams to illustrate the forces acting on an object at a particular moment in 

time. 

 

The items on the summative assessment at the end of the unit will be taken from the selection of released AIR items 

on Ohio’s practice test portal. Students have been instructed on how to access this site and view the questions in 

advance. They have also been given a list of which questions will be used for this specific unit. Please encourage 

your student to take advantage of this resource.  No question on a science summative assessment should come as a 

surprise to students! 

Science 

http://ms.benjaminlogan.org/


 

8th Grade Math 

Wow!! It is hard to believe the end of the nine-weeks is near. Last week we started working on 

the fundamentals of pre-algebra.  Your child has been working hard at combining like terms, 

evaluating an expression and using the distributive property.  Soon, we will be moving up to 

solving 1-step equations and eventually solving multi-step equations.  Solving equations is a 

foundational skill needed in Algebra. Everything we will be doing this year in 8th grade math 

requires some type of solving an equation. It is vital that your student knows order of operations, integer opera-

tions, the distributive property, fraction operations and how to isolate a variable. 

 

Algebra I 

We have been working on absolute value equations and inequalities.  Once we have finished with these equa-

tions, we will be moving on to literal equations.  This unit will be finished when we go over story problems with 

equations, which should be in the next two to three weeks.  There will be an exam over this unit before the end of 

the 1st 9 weeks. 
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All About the 8th Grade:  

Social Studies 

Math 

Throughout October students will learn about the American Revolution. Students will be expected to iden-

tify British actions that angered the colonists and the role of media on influencing opinion.  Students will 

also participate in activities that investigate key conflicts from the American Revolution. 

 

Washington D.C. Update: 

 

The Washington D.C. trip will occur May 7- May 10. We  typically take around 100 

students and 30 chaperones. If you are interested in attending as a chaperone, please 

send a letter or email to school requesting permission. This year  the school may 

need to use a lottery system to pick chaperones because of space on the bus. Students 

will be bringing paperwork home about the trip by the end of October. The document 

will outline the rules of the trip, reasons for losing the trip, permission slips and deposit 

agreement. The Washington D.C. permission slip, deposit and phone agreement must be 

turned in by November 29, 2019. The deposit is $75 and checks are made out to Benjamin 

Logan Middle School. Booster Bar money will be applied to the final total and is not used 

for the deposit. 
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